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Brett Hite - 5” Yamamoto Swim Senko

Brett Hite won back-to-back FLW eventsthis past season (first on Lake Toho, FL during an FLW Tour event, then on the Califor-
nia Deltaat an FLW Westemn Seriesevent). Versatility is key for western fishermen fishingthe National Scene inthe East - Hite
used a 7°4” Performance T ackle signature rod to fish a chatterbait-style lure tipped with a 5 Swim Senko (31-10 series)

through the vegetation. Brett likes the Swim Senko because “It just has a real, real natural

action.”
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Talkin’ Texas - Four Ways to Lasso and Hog-tie a
Yamamoto Bait

Judy Wong - 5” Yamamoto Senko

Judy Wong captured the 2008 Women’s Bassmaster Tour

championship on Lake Keowee, SC, with a three-day total of 15

bass weighing 26 pounds, 10 ounces, nearly all ofthem caught on

Senkos. Fishing a large, warm-water discharge cove known as the Hot

Hole, Wong rigged her five-inch Senko on a ¥ ounce football head

jig with the hook embedded and gently bumped it along the bottom

in 30 feet of water. Her best color for thetechnique was green pumpkin

(297). Wong also fished five-inch Senkoswacky-style when she encountered
schooling bass chasing blueback herring, the lake’s primary forage species,
near the surface. She used a 4/0 Daichii hook and occasionally a split shot if the
discharge current was strong, and just twitched the lure as it drifted in the current.

Texas rig, Carolinarig, Mojo rig, with a screw-in
sinker, a splitshot or dropshot, weightless or
wacky rig? A Senko or Kut-Tail can be effective
all these ways, as can most ofour soft baits. Ex-
cept wacky rig or using our Split Shot hook, you
often start out the same by putting the offset

eye portion ofa hook through the nose ofa bait
and out the chin. Then with the point end of

the hook, do one ofthe following, depending

on how heavy the bass-holding cover is at any /
given moment.

Texas Rigged

For the heaviest cover, the only option may be to put the point in through the
bottomo fthe bait, and not have it come out the top surface. Works best withthe
thinner-bodied baits where you do not have to drive the hook through a big wad
of plastic on a hookset. Many anglers underes-
Timate the gear required for this. Texas rigging

is not alight ar medium line/rod technique. A

heavy rod, reel and line are required to drive

the hook thr0L||ghthe plastic. (Side note: For

flipping and pitching short distances, Gary

Yamamoto prefers the solid hooksets he feels

are provided by Texas rigging with a straight

shank hook. For casting weightless baits or

distances, he opts for an o ffset shank to help

keep the bait in place during a long cast.)

Tex-Exposed

Tex-Skin on Top

For moderate cover, follow the directions for
Tex-Exposing the hook. Then, insert the hook
point and barb just under the skin on the
plastic bait’s back. You have to pull the plastic '
in front ofwhere the hook comes out the top
ofthe bait, and stretch it forward a bit. While
itis still stretched, insertthe point just under
the skin, and then push the stretched plastic
back to cover the barb area. The only way

to describe it is that the hook point should
appear just under the bait’ s skin exactly as if
you got a splinter in your thumb or big toe,
just under your skin.
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Tex-Skin on Side

For moderate cover. In this variation, you do notinsert the hook through the bottom

ofthe bait. Instead, let the hook dangle down, with the hook bend underneath the

bait’s body, and the hook point alongside the bait. Now scrunch the bait forward

abit with your fingers, insert the hook point into the side ofthe bait, then slide the

bait back so that the point and barb are under the skin on the bait’s side. This is
often used with light tackle, since the hookset

fewEstertomeak out ofthe plastic this way.

Above all, yau need to leave some slack in the
" body ofthe lure when you rig it. You cannot
have the bait stretched too tightly onto the
hook. Tautness in the lure body is what makes
for poor hooksetting. You have to leave the
slightest amount ofslack in the body between
nd the embedded point. The
kes for a good hookset. This is a
at onlyi comes with doing it right. Leav-

For open water or thin cover, put the point into the
bottomo fthe bait and all the way out the top of
the bait. The barb on some hooks like the Yama-

moto Sugoi angle downward, so the point will hug S ———

flat on top ofthe bait. This is called “ Tex-Exposed,”
meaning it is an exposed point Texas rig. Applica-
tions are where the water is mostly open, with few
snags and sparse weed patches. Tex-Exposed

works a bit better on big, fat-bodied grubs or on
wide-bodied lizards where there is some girth that
tends to bump the Tex-Exposed point away from
any snags.

g slack does not mean that the Ture should look like it has a bend or curve caused
by the way you riggedit - it should look perfectly straight - but when you press
down on it with your index finger, right where you want the fish to bite it, there
should be some looseness, some slack give in the lure body. You want the fish’s
mouth to depress the bait’s body down easily in the section ahead ofwhere the
hook point is waiting. Once the hook point starts to grab hold in the fish’s mouth,
you really want the entire bait to easily pull down offthe front portion ofthe hook,
and out ofthe way where it won’t interfere with a good hook set. This is kind of
hard to describe, but very recognizable once you get the hang ofdoing it.
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Weightless Rig

The purest form of rigging, and most deadly with the Senko. No
sinker is used and the hook can be tied directly to the main line.
Optionally, tie the hook to a 12” - 24” leader tied to a swivel to

reduce any line twist that may occur with weightless rigs.

The 6” 9L Senko (color 187) rigged weightless produced an
amazing 10.27 Ibs. world record spotted bass for California
angler Bryan Shishido.

Unpegged Texas Rig

A bullet sinker is allowed to slide freely on the main line with
the hook tied directly to the main line, but sometimes the sinker
can slide far up the line away from the bait. T his makes for in-
nacurate casts and imprecise presentations. For more control
over an unpegged sinker, you can contain it on a short 12” - 18”
leader tied to a swivel. T his gives you the freedom of unpegged
lure movement and you gain better control over the cast and
presentation.

Shakin’ Rig ~=
Use a bead on an unpegged T exas rig. T he sinker will hit against
the bead and make a clicking noise that can attract fish at times.

Note

With apegged bullet or screw-in sinker, it can be important to
threadthe hook eye up to an inch or more into the bait. This
leaves room so the hook eye is not jammed immovably against
the sinker. Otherwise, if the eye is pressed against the sinker,
gripped inside the fish’s tightly-clamped mouth, then you only
move the entire bass/weight/hook forward without penetrating
on the hookset. Leaving up to an inch or more of slack ensures
enough room to move the hook and have it start to set before it
jams up behind the sinker.
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Pegged Texas Rig

Jam a wooden toothpick in the end of a bullet sinker and break
it off. Don’t jam it in so tightly that you risk weakening the line.
Slide it down the line, and the toothpick will hold the sinker
securely against the nose of a soft bait used in heavy cover. The
sinker and bait will act like one unit that slips through weeds
and resists snagging in cover.

Screw-In Rig

An advancement over the toothpick-pegging method, screw-in
sinkers are molded around a thin Teflon tube and a corkscrew
wire that screws into the nose of asoft bait. Slip the sinker on
the main line, tie the hook directly to the main line, and screw
the sinker into the nose of the bait. This provides the ultimate in
weedless and snagless presentation for big bass in heavy cover.

Mojo Rig

Mojo sinkers are long andthin. The sinker shape allows a Mojo
rig to slide easily through rocks, weeds and brush better than
most other sinker types. Mojo rigs also work for vertical fish-
ing in deep water where baits are suspended for bass lurking
in or under the tops of flooded trees and brush. They are part
of a complete system that includes rubber strands that thread
through the sinkerto peg it from 12” - 24” up the main line
above the bait. T he rubber strands cushion the line from any
potential damage that can occur with wooden toothpicks or
crimping splitshots on the line.



Carolina Rig
Most often used on open, relatively unobstructed bottom.
Thread a 1/2 to 1 oz. sinker onto your main line, followed by a

bead that clicks when the sinker hammers against it. Then tie on
a swivel, an 18”-24” leader line (can be longer), and your hook.
As with all the rigs we describe here, use lighter weights on
Carolina rigs with light tackle, and heaver weights on Carolina
rigs with heavier rods, reels and lines, a simple principle.

_
Rockhopper Rig"” -
An advancement over the Carolina rig for rock-strewn bottoms.
The rockhopper sinker can come through snags that stop most
sinker types.

* _Je» .‘-h‘.r.‘a_‘iv:-'- -

Splitshot or Splitshot Rig

Tie ahook to the end of your line and pinch one or more split
shot 18” - 24” above the hook. Keep in mind, don’t pinch the
splitshot shut so tightly that you risk damaging the line. The mojo
Splitshot is an advancement that uses rubber threads to cushion
the line. If not used in snaggy areas, simply nose-hook the bait
with Yamamoto’s series 53 Splitshot hook.

A splitshot rig is most often used with light line. Since splitshot
sinkers are typically smaller and lighter than any other sinker
types, you can slowly drift a splitshot rig down past bass sus-
pended in mid-depths above deep water. A splitshot can be

used for a delicate lightweight presentation in shallow water, or
to sweep a bait down with the current flow in a stream or shal-
low river. T he bait will swirl and sway as it is buffeted around by
the water flow while the splitshots keep it hunkered down near
the bottom!

*These sinkers are products of Mojo Lure Company, Inc.

Dropshot Rig

Tie a Yamamoto series 53 Splitshot Hook onto the main line with
a Palomer knot. T he loose tag end of the knot is left anywhere
from 12” - 24” long. After the knot is tied, the tag end is thread-
ed through the hook eye in the direction that keeps the hook
point positioned up. A swiveling style of sinker is then clipped
onto the dangling tag end of the line anywhere from 6 - 24”
below the hook. The bait isthen nose-hooked. Optionally, the
bait can be wacky-rigged in the middle to reduce any line twist
that may occur with dropshot rigs.
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Wacky Rig o

Using your favorite hook or one designed specifically for wacky
rigging a Senko, like the Gamakatsu Finesse Wide gap (p. 12),
bend the bait in the middle so both tipstouch. Then poke the
hook sraight through the bend in the middle.

Saltwater Rig

Thread the 43S5 or 43S6 Yamamoto Swim bait Jig Head into the
body of the swim bait and bring the hook point out the back
about 1-1/2 inches back. Press the bait firmly against the head
and softly squeeze the sides to secure the bait onto the tri-cone
collar. The best action comes from a slow steady retrieve with
the occasional pause or twitch to entice those following fish.



